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High Level Meeting HIV and Human Rights: Political Action to achieve zero stigma

PRESENTATION
Few infectious diseases throughout history have had the levels of stigma and discrimination that have accompanied human
immunodeficiency virus (HIV). Ending the AIDS epidemic by 2030 is part of the Sustainable Development Goals Agenda and
requires the elimination of HIV-associated stigma and discrimination.

For this reason, the elimination of HIV-associated stigma and discrimination is a political priority of the Spanish Presidency of
the European Union Council from July to December 2023. This is reflected in the celebration of a High Level Meeting (HLM)
on "HIV and Human Rights: Political Action to achieve zero stigma" that will take place on September 15, 2023 at the Real
Alcázar in the city of Seville.

GOALS
The objective of this HLM is to address the elimination of stigma and discrimination associated with HIV in order to achieve
SDG 3.3 in 2030 in the European Union and within the framework of global health. It will convene 130 attendees from all
areas of the response to HIV; EU member countries, international organizations (ECDC, WHO, WHO/Euro, UNAIDS), state,
regional and municipal administration, scientific societies and non-profit organizations and civil society.

PRODUCTS
The results of the HLM will be reflected in its conclusions, based on the technical document “Stigma and discrimination
associated with HIV: the challenge”.









HIV-related stigma and discrimination: the 

challenge 

1. Introduction

2. The HIV epidemic in Europe 

3. Stigma and discrimination – the evidence of harms to health

4. Evidence of HIV-related stigma and discrimination in Europe.

4.1. Experiences of people with HIV 

4.2. Public atttitudes. 

4.3. Access to clinical services 

4.4. Employment and insurance exclusions

4.5. Punitive laws

5. Why must Europe act? - Legal obligations under international 

human rights treaties 

6. Why must Europe act? - International policy commitments. 

7. Conclusions

8. Actions to address HIV-related stigma and discrimination 



External reviews

- FastTracksCities

- Expertpanel representingEuropeanUnion countries

- EuropeanAIDS ClinicalSociety (EACS)

- HIV Outcomesinitiative

- PreventionAccessCampaign(Undetectable=Unstramittable)

- EuropeanCivil Forumnetwork

- UNITEParliamentariansnetworkforGlobalHealth

- GlobalFund

- AIDSStudyGroup(GeSIDA)

- Chair on Disability, Chronic Illness, and Accessibility, University of

Alcala

- Advisory and consultative committee of NGOs of the Spanish

nationalAIDSPlan (COAC)

- AIDSHealthcareFoundation(AHF)

- European Society of Clinical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases

(ESCMID)

- European Region of the International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans

and IntersexAssociation(ILGA-Europe)

- SpanishFederationof Municipalitiesand Provinces (FEMP)

Report elaboration

- Yusef azad. External consultant.

Content coordination and edition

- Spanish Ministry of Health (commissioner of the report)

- World Health Organization office for Europe region

(WHO/Euro)

- European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control

(ECDC)

- United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS)

- Sociedad Española Interdisciplinar del sida

(SEISIDA)



Actions to address HIV-related stigma and discrimination

Europe will not meet the 2030 target to end the HIV epidemic if it does not successfully address HIV-

related stigma and discrimination. It is a legal, a policy and an ethical imperative. Actions are required

across a wide range of areas:

- Action on political leadership Action on monitoring

- Action on legal reform

- Action on healthcare access

- Action on needs-driven care

- Action on discrimination in healthcare and other public services

- Action in and with communities

- Action in education



Back-toBack Meeting with ECDC and 

WHO /Euro



Spain joined the UNAIDS Global 
Partnership against all forms of 

discrimination
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Muchas gracias
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